
past. " Wait for bad symptoms. . . . Continue the
tamponing and ergot. ... If there is putrefaction of
the placenta, which can be recognized by the execrable
odor, with chills, fever and tympanites, then hesitate
no longer and extract the secundines." He even ad-
vises laminaria tents under these circumstances.
The illustrations are of the first order, as will be

readily understood, when it is seen that nearly all of
them are from the " American Text-book of Obstet-
rics."
Manual of Midwifery. For the use of Students and
Practitioners. By W. E. Fothergill, M.A.,
B.Sc., M.D., CM., Buchanan Scholar in Midwif-
ery, University of Edinburgh, etc. With double
colored plate aud 69 illustrations in the text.
New York: The Macmillan Company. 1896.
The special activity of the Edinburgh school in the

field of obstetrics, both in the past and at the present
day, is well known. The aim of the author, as stated
in the preface, is to include in a brief but systematic
re-statement of the science and art of midwifery as

many of these facts and theories as could be com-

pressed into one small volume. Iu this he lias cer-

tainly succeeded; for in a book of 483 pages he pre-
sents the whole subject in a very compact and syste-
matic, but at the same time in a very readable form.
The modern subjects of ectopic gestation, and the

study of frozen sections with reference to the mechan-
ism of labor, are thoroughly discussed. Much credit
is given to Professor Simpson for his encouragement
and advice.
The systematic arraugemeut of the subjects, aud

particularly the admirable summary, deserve much
praise. The book abounds in good practical hints.
Consumption; its Nature, Causes and Prevention.
With an Outline of the Principles of Treatment,
for all Classes of Readers. By Edward Playter,
M.D. Toronto: William Briggs. 1895.
While recognizing the bacillus as an essential cause

in consumption, Dr. Playter says that it cau act only
in a special condition of the human body —in what is
called a suitable soil. This seems to be invariably
furnished by persons with a defective breathing func-
tion, either the result of hereditary malformation or

acquired by transgression of hygienic aud sanitary laws.
He by no means overlooks the necessity of a proper
disposal of the sputum, but prevention " will be at-
tained by keeping in mind, rather than the bacillus,
the thousands of defective human bodies which pro-
vide the condition for its growth therein." Individual
effort should therefore be directed to the attainment of
the best possible health, while legislative enactments
should be aimed toward the better instruction of the
people iu special preventive measures : the preveu-
tiou of air-fouling in every form, the establishment of
free baths, the drainage of retentive damp soil, the in-
spection of butcher's meat aud dairy products, the in-
spection aud oversight of schools, the oversight of cer-
tain cases of the disease, aud the hygiene of domestic
animals.
The book commends itself for the common-sense

view which it takes of a subject which we have been
too much accustomed to see treated from an extreme
alarmist standpoint, aud íb one of the best of a large
number of monographs with similar titles, written for
all classes of readers, which have recently appeared.

TRAUMATIC NEUROSES.

StrÜmpell's fame as a clinician and pathologist
has been so great and his previous work on the vari-
ous traumatic nervous affections has been of such value
that his recent article upon the subject, analyzed a
few months ago iu these columna,1 from its complete
change of front^came in the nature of a surprise.
Certain of his conclusions, indeed, although often pro-
nouuced, bad usually been considered the opinions of
a tyro rather than of an experienced neurologist.
The fires of controversy upon the subject in Germauy
had gradually been dying out siuce the Berlin dis-
cussion of 1890, but since the appearance of StrÜm-
pell's paper they have blazed up again. Oppenheim,
with his accustomed zeal, has attacked Striimpell's
conclusions in another monograph,3 aud two important
discussions at Hamburg8 and at Fraukfort-on-the-
Main * have not only retbresbed the old straw, but have
brought forward several new and important facts.
In all these discussions there seems to be a pretty

general agreement that the term " traumatic ueurosis "
is too indefinite, aud that it would be far better to dif-
ferentiate as accurately as possible the various affec-
tions now included under this head. Hysteria aud
ueurasthenia are already pretty well defined. In
many cases there are probably structural organic
changes in the central nervous system, according to
Jessen, Sänger, Rumpf aud Nonne, who maintained
such opinions at the discussion at Hamburg. Rumpf,
moreover, maintained that the concept of hysteria has
been extended to cover a much wider field than is
justifiable. He differentiates conditions of cotnmotio
cerebrali8 et spinalis, often associated with symptoms
of severe organic disease, such as spastic paralysis and
disturbances of speech. The pathological changes,
basing his opinions on Schmaus's experiments, he
thinks are probably small hemorrhages, disturbances
i See this Journal, cxxxlv, 297, March 19,1896.
2 Der Fall N., Berlin, 1h96.
» Neurologlsohes Centralblatt, xv. 569, 617, June 15 Julv 1 189B
' Loo olt., xv, 958, Ootober 16,1896. ' '
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